Akinyemi - Jonathan Should Assert Himself
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Lagos — A former Minister of External Affairs, Prof. Bolaji Akinyemi said yesterday in a press statement that Vice- President Goodluck Jonathan should assert himself now that Nigerians have spoken on the way out of the constitutional crossroads that the nation has been enmeshed in since President Yar'Adua left the country for medical attention.

Akinyemi posited in press statement yesterday that "the crisis we face as a nation arising from arising form the prolonged absence of the president from Nigeria is a crisis that could have been avoided by simply following the laid down provisions of the constitution". He said that what should have been a non-issue has become an issue because of "arrogance of power" which characterises the attitude of political office holders in the country.

"Now that the whole country has spoken, and there is no longer room for suspicion of a hidden ethnic or religious agenda, the way forward is to support the solution put forward by the Governors Forum that the National Assembly should issue an immediate proclamation declaring Vice-President Goodluck Jonathan the acting president, followed by the oath of office," Akinyemi averred.

The former External Affairs Minister also berated the spate of ethno-religious feud in the country, explaining that it is not only Plateau State that has witnessed the "horrendous act of communal violence" but all the zones of the country. To totally resolve the recurrence of such, he suggested that all the reports of the previous panels be implemented, that state governments should involve non-indigenes in their cabinets while there should be constitutional provisions in which 15% of each state assembly is constituted of settlers.

While looking at the issue of true federalism in Nigeria, Professor Akinyemi wondered why the Federal Ministry of Works should contemplate stopping the Lagos State government from embarking on the construction of Lagos-Badagry Express way, positing that such an action is not only in bad taste but also gives federalism a bad name.

