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The final element is INVOLVEMENT IN ORGANISED CRIME. There are governments in South America where one can talk about narcocracy which is governments of drug-peddlers for drug-peddlers and by drug-peddlers. There are two countries in ECOWAS that can also be called narco-countries. There is evidence of oil bunkerrers, weapons merchants and drug traffickers pumping money into elections in Nigeria.
In March 2010, the World Bank introduced a new specie of corruption, called QUIET CORRUPTION which means people not receiving services for which the public officials have been paid to deliver. Teachers not turning up in class to teach, doctors and nurses not turning up in hospital to attend to patients and public servants not "being on seat" are examples of quiet corruption. Its impact is even more devastating because it impacts more on the poor who have no alternative. It reminds me of the offence of silent rudeness in my old school, Igbobi College, to which there was no defense.
The second component has been called corporate corruption which is defined as "the abuse of power by corporate managers against shareholders or consumers." Need I say anymore. The Sanusi Banking Tsunami has said it all.
The third component has been defined simply as "bribery in politics, business or sport (including match fixing)."
If we now apply these corruption parameters to Nigeria, the facts are mind boggling. In November 2007, Mr. Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in a speech delivered in Abuja at the 6
th National Seminar on Economic Crimes said: "By some estimates, close to $400bilion was stolen in Nigeria between 1960 and 1999…If you were to put 400 billion dollar bills in a row, you could make a path from here to the moon and back, not once but 75 times… think of the millions of vaccinations that could have been bought; the thousands of kilometers of roads that could have been paved; the hundreds of schools, hospitals and training centres that could have been built; and the water treatment facilities that could have been modernized with this money. The "opportunity cost" of the stolen wealth is enormous. Think of how different Nigeria would look today"
Other figures of how much Nigeria has lost exist. In the 2010 report by the Global Financial Integrity titled illicit financial flows from Africa: hidden resource for development (statistical table attached as appendix I, [15pages]) Nigeria lost a total of $217.8bilion between 1970 and 2008. The disparity between Mr. Sota’s figure and this figure has to do with the fact that the definition of illicit transfer flows is more limited than total corruption. Another interesting figure (attributed to Hon. Dimeji Bankole, the Speaker of the House of Representatives) is a princely sum of N3 trillion which has gone missing in the past five years(Guardian April 5, 2010 p1). That is $20 billion in five years. Whatever may be the cumulative accurate figure, it has had a devastating effect on our development. In the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Human Development Report 2007/2008, Nigeria was put in the Low Human Development category and ranked no 156 out 177 nations that were classified (see Appendix 2 [12pages]). Ranked above us were Eritrea, Senegal, Gambia, Uganda, Togo, Zimbabwe, Djibouti, Kenya, Sudan, Haiti, Cameroon Madagascar, Napal, Swaziland, Bangladesh, Congo, Lesoto, Mauritania, just to mention a few to show you the level of our degradation. This is not a new development. In the last fifteen years, we have always occupied this low position, usually among the last 10% to 15%. Is there a correlation between the level of our corruption and our underdevelopment or it is just pure coincidence that we are always ranked among the top 2 most corrupt countries in the world?
It will also be instructive to provide a breakdown of what constitutes the low human development index. As of 2005, the life expectancy at birth is 46.5 years compared to Gabon at 56 years, Sao Tome and Principe at 65 years, Namibia at 52 years, Ghana at 59 years, Mauritania at 63 years, Congo at 54 years, Bangladesh at 63 years, Madagascar at 58 years, Haiti at 60 years, Togo at 58 years, Gambia at 59 years. The adult literacy rate is put at 69% while Gabon is at 84%, Sao Tome and Principe at 85%, Namibia at 85%, Congo at 85%, Madagascar at 51%, Cameroon at 68%, and Zimbabwe at 89%. We have 56% registered in all tiers of educational institutions, while Gabon has 72%, Sao Tome and Principe has 65%, Namibia 65%, Lesoto 66%, Madagascar 60%, Cameroon 62%, and Uganda 63%. Another set of statistics will further depress you. It is aggregated as Human and Income Poverty. In the human poverty index, Nigeria is ranked at no. 80 out of 177 below such countries as Eritrea, Tanzania, Rwanda, Malawi. We have 71% living on $1 a day, while Senegal has only 17%, Benin has 31%, Malawi has 21%, Cote d’ivoire has only 15% and Burkina Faso27%. At below $2 a day, we have 92% which is still the highest in Africa.
We spend only 1.4% of our Gross Domestic Product on Health expenditure compared to Sao Tome and Principe 10%, Namibia 5%, Lesotho 6%, Zimbabwe 4%, and Djibouti 4%. While we spend $53 per person on health, Senegal spends $72, Gambia $88, Uganda $135, Zimbabwe $139, Swaziland $367, Equatorial Quinea, $223, Namibia $407 and Botswana $504. In Nigeria, health personnel attended only 35% of births, while Senegal has 58%, Zimbabwe 73%, Sudan has 87%, Cameroon has 62%, Swaziland 74%, Congo has 86%, Namibia has 76%, Botswana has 94%, and Sao Tome and Principe has 71%. By now, some of you are probably bored by these reams of statistics but there is a method to my madness. There is one more final international report that I am going to present to you that will shock you. I need to prepare your minds for that report. Therefore, I am going to present you with more statistics. 
One of the effects of corruption has been the emergence of a class system in Nigeria. While the richest 20% has 84% of their births attended by skilled health personnel, the poorest 20% has only 12% of its own birth. 49% of the children of the poorest 20% are under height, while only 18% of the richest 20% are under height. 133 out of 1000 births of the poorest 20% die at childbirth compared to only 52 for the richest 20%. Finally, in Nigeria, the poorest 10% have only 1.9% of national income, the poorest 20% have 5%, the richest 20% has 49% of the income while the richest 10% control 33% of the national income.
The final international report I will deal with is the FAILED STATES INDEX 2009 released by THE FUND FOR PEACE (see Appendix 3 [8pages]. Out of 177 nations surveyed, Nigeria ranked no. 15 of states most likely to fail. The weight of the factors contributing to Nigeria’s total scores shows Demographic pressures contributing 8.5%, Refugees and internally displaced persons contributing 5.3%, Group Grievance 9.7%, Human flight 8.3%, Uneven Economic Development 9.5%, Economic decline 6.6%, Delegitimization of the state, 9.2%, Public Services 9%, Human Rights, 8.6%, Security Apparatus 9.4%, Factionalised elites 9.6%, External intervention 6.1%. The picture painted by these figures show that of the twelve factors that are aggregated to determine the stability or failure status of a state, Nigeria suffers a debilitating deficiency on all the fronts. Of more worrisome, especially against the backdrop of Moummar Ghadaffy’s unwelcome utterances on Nigeria is the figure of 6.1% earmarked for external intervention. It shows how porous our system is to external manipulation.
So alarming have all the figures cited in this paper being that I run the risk of not being believed. I have therefore attached to this paper 35 pages of the statistics for you to make your own judgement.
Since independence, we have always had laws against corruption in the books. During the last Obasanjo Administration, more laws were put on the books, while two new institutions, the ICPC and the EFCC were set up in addition to the existing Nigerian Police Force to tackle corruption. I am going to raise two questions at this stage. Firstly, is there evidence to track the growth of corruption in Nigeria? Secondly, Has there ever been a serious attempt to tackle corruption in Nigeria? I have to return to the Global Financial Integrity Report for my answers.:
