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CHAPTER ONE

Bringing Hope and Help to the World

Part One:

Making the World a Better Place for All Mankind.

“……..To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom-and to remember that, in the past, those who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.”









John F. Kennedy









Inaugural Address









January 20, 1961

THESE WORDS OF HOPE expressed by President Kennedy have echoed in the minds of many in the Fletcher Class of 1965, sparking a life-long quest to improve conditions around the globe whether as Americans or as leaders in other countries. Not all of their endeavors achieved results that matched their hopes and dreams. In fact some faced grave personal danger, while others ended up on the losing end of progressive efforts to reform corrupt and tyrannical regimes. But through it all, the commitment to a world vision in which peoples around the world could live in freedom, free from tyranny, to pursue goals that would improve the quality of life of people everywhere was unshakable. These brave individuals did their part to keep the flame of hope for freedom alive and to add their contribution to an evolving world order in which the good of each individual and not the perpetuation of power by particular leaders or regimes would become the principal focus and purpose of government.
In words that resonate with the philosophy of John F. Kennedy, Bolaji Akinyemi, F ’65, in a eulogy to the nine Ogoni Environmentalists who were hanged in 1995 by the Nigerian military regime, which was delivered at the St James’ Church Piccadilly, London, said: “they are now numbered among the great, the famous and the brave. Men they were, but not ordinary men. They were men with stout hearts; men who faced danger but did not blink, because they thought of the public good; men who confronted the greed and the corruption of a corrupt system and yet refused the blandishments from the few to fight for the many who needed to be fought for; men who shunned the hollow trappings of powers for the lofty loneliness of the dungeon.”
Bolaji Akinyemi came from Nigeria. He was raised in this African country when it was still ruled by Great Britain as a colony. Bolaji’s first trip to the United States in 1962 should have served as an early marker of what was to come. He participated in an essay competition organized by the United States Embassy among Nigerian High Schools. His essay which was adjudged the best earned him a three month stay in the United States as a “Herald Tribune World Youth Forum Delegate”. During his stay here, he met President John F. Kennedy in the Rose Garden at the White House. He returned to the United States as a college student, earning his undergraduate degree with honors from Temple University in 1964, two Masters Degrees from the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy in 1965 and 1966, and a Doctorate from Oxford University in 1969. His father was a member of the Nigerian Parliament (Congress), which saw Nigeria to independence in 1960, and Bolaji had been sent abroad to obtain an education that would equip him to be a future leader of his country.
When he returned home after studying in the United States and England, he embarked on a successful academic career that culminated in his becoming a highly distinguished Professor Of International Relations and then the Director General of the Nigerian Institute Of International Affairs in Lagos (the equivalent of a government owned Rand Corporation On Foreign Affairs) at the young age of 33 years. In 1985-87, Bolaji served as the Minister of External Affairs for the Republic of Nigeria, which is equivalent to the position of Secretary of the United States.

As a Nigerian foreign minister, he was involved in negotiating the cease fire agreements in the Chad-Libyan and in the Mali-Burkina Faso wars; and in the latter case, the terms developed personally by Bolaji were eventually endorsed by the International Court of Justice. He was the leader of the Nigerian Delegation to the United Nations Annual General Assembly in New York in September 1985, and headed many other Nigerian delegations in the mid-1980s. A landmark achievement as Foreign Minister was his setting up a Nigerian Technical Aid Corps (TAC) program patterned after JFK’s Peace Corps. The TAC now has Nigerian volunteers serving in 52 countries in Africa, the Pacific and the West Indies.
Bolaji Akinyemi did not last as a foreign affairs minister, because of policy differences over the influence of Islam on Nigerian foreign policy and because the United States and Great Britain found him too uncompromising on policy differences between them and Nigeria on Angola and apartheid South Africa. When Nigeria descended into its long period of national turmoil from 1993 to 1998 under the repressive and brutal policies of General Abacha’s regime, the militant Islamic leader of the country, Bolaji fled into exile and became one of the leaders of the movement against General Abacha’s regime.  He became the chief spokesman for the National Democratic Coalition (NADECO) formed in 1994 to oppose military rule in Nigeria after the military  government of General Sani Abacha annulled the June 12, 1993 Nigerian national elections.
During this period of turmoil, Bolaji Akinyemi was fond of quoting John F. Kennedy’s famous adage “those who make peaceful revolution impossible make violent revolution inevitable”. As the former foreign affairs minister of Nigeria, Bolaji took the position that: “There is a simple solution to crisis: the recognition of the results of the June 1993 presidential election and the installation of its winner in office”. However he urged international action to achieve this, because it would be the last chance “the country has to avoid bloodshed”. Earth Action Alert December 1996.
In a tribute paid to Alhaja Kudirat Abiola, the devoted wife of the winner of the 1993 Nigerian national election (Chief MKO Abiola), who was assassinated by agents of the Nigerian military regime, Bolaji Akinyemi set forth the aims of NADECO that he helped lead: “NADECO does not want anarchy; NADECO does not want violence; NADECO does not want Nigeria to disintegrate. The consequences of violence and ethnic hatred are all too clear in recent history, vide Bosnia and Rwanda to mention only two. But time is getting dangerously short. Unless the United States, the European Union and key African countries act soon, the world will be faced with the scepter of a nation of 100 million people in the process of bitter disintegration. This will result in refugee and humanitarian problems of horrendous proportions for which the long-suffering tax payers of the western world would have to foot the bill. Preventive action now can still avoid unnecessary human suffering and huge outlay by the western world on humanitarian aid and possible peace keeping…..The world should help Nigeria effect peaceful change”.

When democracy was restored in Nigeria in 1999, Bolaji Akinyemi continued his attempts at entrenching true federalism in his country. In September 1997, he delivered a lecture at the Wilton Park Conference on Building Political Stability in Sub-Saharan Africa, entitled “The Way Forward for Africa”. In it, he articulated a vision that strongly endorsed the right of the people to choose governments that are answerable to the needs and desires of all the people that comprise a nation-state. He advocated inclusive political system in which national governments are based on consensual political systems that are acceptable to all the people. He advocated separation of powers among the executive, the legislature, and the judiciary, a free market system “with a human face”, and a regional approach to  development and conflict resolution.
To reinforce a status that stretches beyond Africa into the world scene, Bolaji Akinyemi has been the subject of two articles by Jim Hoagland in The Washington Post/International Herald Tribune (September 10, 1991 and June 10, 1995). In the 1991 article, Hoagland wrote: “Although Mr. Akinyemi’s focus is on the way dominant and disadvantaged nations interact, his words echo American debates over multi-culturalism and the self victimization of African-Americans as portrayed by Shelby and others. The final decade of the 20th century opens with the promise of an unprecedented redefinition of the way ethnic groups, nations and races perceive and react to one another-for better or for worse ...This … provides the opportunity, as well as the need for serious and constructive American leadership, a la 1945. But it will work only if the third world gives self enlightened support and co-operation to such an effort a la Akinyemi”.
Bolaji Akinyemi has truly made his mark on the African continent; and through it all, he has endured. He has never lost faith in his vision for his country. He is a proud bearer of the torch of freedom in the best tradition of the Kennedy years.
CHAPTER FIVE
Academic world and media-reaching

A new generation and the public

Part one:

Sharing the Vision of International Cooperation
and Freedom for Humankind in the Academic World.
“Every child must have the best education that this nation can provide. Thomas Jefferson said that no nation can both be ignorant and free. Today no nation can both be ignorant and great.”








President Lyndon B. Johnson

Annual Message to the Congress 

On the State of the Union

January 4, 1965

Many in the class of 1965 pursued academic careers, believing that teaching was the best way they could carry on the Fletcher tradition of sharing a vision of international cooperation, helping young people to make a difference in the lives of others and advocating engagement in the struggle for freedom of humankind. Twenty (20) or 24% of the class spent a significant portion of their professional lives in the teaching field. The legacy of these classmates will be measured by the way their students go out into the world and leave their marks on human history. Hopefully, the international perspectives learned at Fletcher will be part of that legacy.
Dr Bolaji Akinyemi, F ’65 embarked on a successful academic career when he returned home to Nigeria in 1970, culminating in his becoming a highly distinguished Professor of International Relations. Before assuming the post of Director General of the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs and then becoming Nigeria’s Foreign Minister in 1985.

On May 11 2002, two books authored by Bolaji were formally launched before a large audience of political and academic associates and friends.  The first book, Essays on International Politics: Foreign and Domestic Affairs, Macmillan Nigeria Publishers, Limited, ISBN 978-018-327-2 2002, comprises a fraction of Bolaji’s intellectual output from 1970 to 2001. The book is divided into 4 parts. The first parts deals with several aspects of the Organization of African Unity. The second part deals with post-cold war developments in the international system. The third deals with issues in  Nigerian foreign policy. The last part deals with issues which may be perceived as essentially within Nigerian domestic affairs, but which are in fact shared by the rest of the world, since issues of human rights and resurgence of sub-nationalism are now dominating the international system. Kosovo, Bosnia Chechnya, Srilanka Georgia, Somalia, even Afghanistan, Quebec etc. are examples.
The last part of the book shows the “porousness” of the demarcating boundary between internal affairs and foreign affairs. There are two reasons responsible for this. The first is that the issues covered are very pressing, engaging the political debate in Nigeria and the world; they are right on the front burner everywhere. The second interlocking reason is the demand of the reading audience for these issues to be revisited time and time again. Irrespective of the audience, the core issue has tended to be the same. The reader is invited to read the chapter on Predictive Assessment and to consider the Osama bin Laden phenomenon almost ten years later. The preface to the book was written by Eden Kodjo, the former Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and past Prime Minister of Togo.
The second book, Akinyemi Seagull: The Perception of Others, Macmillan Nigeria Publishers Limited, ISBN 978-018-328-0, 2002, is a compilation of a few of the 10, 000 press clippings on Bolaji in the past 30years. An excerpt from the Foreword, written by journalist Pini Jason reads “Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, Former Director General of the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs and one time External Affairs Minister is probably one of the few people who are courageous enough to publish a book which is harshly critical of their tenure in public office. However, in a nation that is largely under-documented and in which history is a victim of precipitate conclusions and deliberate false fabrications, it would have amounted to a great disservice to the nation, especially to researchers, if Professor Akinyemi did not compile this book. I say this ... as someone who admired the intellectual depth, prophetic insight and diplomatic savvy Professor Akinyemi brought to Nigeria’s foreign policy during his tenure…In the end, this book is not necessarily about Professor Bolaji Akinyemi. It is about our country, Nigeria, and how he tried during the period covered to secure a better world for Nigerians”.
